Policies on Conflicts of Interest, Duties of Author, Copyright and Authorship, Human and
Animal Rights, Informed Consent, and Fundamental Errors for Immunohematology
Immunohematology, Journal of Blood Group Serology and Molecular Genetics (herewith referred to as
“Immunohematology”) maintains these policies to ensure that the mission, vision and values of the
American Red Cross are upheld in all aspects of manuscript submission, subscription, and oversight.
These policies apply to all editorial and production staff, to members of the Editorial Board, to the
selected peer reviewers and to contributing authors.
Decisions and Management of Editorial Conflicts of Interest
All Immunohematology journal editorial staff are required to comply with the Code of Business Ethics
and Conduct of the American Red Cross which (i) prevents them from seeking financial advantage or
gain, to improperly influence to confer a financial benefit on any person, corporation or entity in which
the individual has a significant interest or affiliation, or to operate or act in a manner that creates a
conflict of interest; (ii) requires them to disclose any conflicts of interest and recuse themselves during
deliberations and decisions in connection with the matter; (iii) requires them to maintain the
confidentiality of any confidential information available to them as a result of their position; and (iv)
operate or act in any manner that is contrary to the best interest of the American Red Cross.
Those acting within the scope of their position with Immunohematology may not use their respective
position in a manner that permits them to achieve monetary, material benefit, or other personal gain for
themselves or family members, including domestic partners.
Confidential information includes, but is not limited to, information that is proprietary to or the
intellectual property of Immunohematology; unpublished data and manuscript; other information that
has not been authorized for disclosure; has not become public and that is obtained through an
individual’s relationship with Immunohematology.
Duties of Authors
Authors of manuscripts of original research should present an objective for their research, methods and
materials used in the research, an accurate account of the work performed, the obtained results, and a
conclusion with an objective discussion of its significance. Underlying data should be complete and
accurately presented in the manuscript. A manuscript should contain enough details and references to
permit others to duplicate the research. Fraudulent or knowingly inaccurate statements constitute
unethical behavior and are cause for rejecting a manuscript.
Review, case report, and other manuscript types should also contain accurate and objective information
with appropriate references to substantiate statements; editorial works (opinion) should be clearly
identified as such.
The authors should ensure that their manuscript is written in its entirety by them and all works or words
of others are appropriately quoted or cited. Plagiarism can exist as submitting another’s manuscript as
their own, copying or paraphrasing large parts of another’s publication without proper citation, claiming
another’s data as their own, or as any type of untruthful use of information and is cause for rejecting a
manuscript.
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All work performed by others must be referenced and any publications that have contributed to the
authors’ research must be cited. All non-published information used, e.g. conversations and discussions,
must only be used with permission from the source.
A conflict of interest may exist when an author (or the author's institution or employer) has financial or
personal relationships or affiliations that could influence (or bias) the author's decisions, work, or
manuscript. All sources of financial support for the project should be disclosed. Examples of potential
conflicts of interest which should be disclosed include employment, consultancies, stock ownership,
honoraria, paid expert testimony, patent applications/registrations, and grant or other funding. All
authors are required to report potential conflicts of interest including specific financial interests relevant
to the subject of their manuscript in the Acknowledgment section of the manuscript and in the
Disclosure of Potential Conflicts of Interest section of the Authorship Form. Note: These forms will be
distributed after a manuscript has been submitted, but authors should also include conflict of interest
disclosures in the Acknowledgment section of the submitted manuscript.
Copyright and Authorship of the Manuscript
One of the goals of Immunohematology is to provide an informal forum for blood bankers to share new,
interesting, exciting information and to make it available to readers in a relatively short time. By
copyrighting all contributions to Immunohematology, the Red Cross can provide protection for the
author’s work and data from unauthorized use of republication.
The copyright consists of all rights of whatever kind now or hereafter protected by the copyright laws of
the United States and of foreign countries, in all languages and forms of communication
Upon submitting a manuscript for publication in Immunohematology, the corresponding author should
ensure that all those who made significant contributions to the manuscript are listed as co-author and
that all co-authors have seen and approved the final version of the manuscript and have agreed to its
submission for publication.
All authors/co-authors are required to complete and submit a Publishing Agreement that is part of the
journal’s electronic Authorship Form. This agreement will be distributed via email notification to all
authors and co-authors upon submission of the manuscript by the corresponding author.
In this agreement, each author or co-author will provide written copyright ownership to the American
National Red Cross for their manuscript, or indicate that they are employed by a federal government, or
indicate that they are an employee of an institution that considers the work in the manuscript a work
for hire, in which case an authorized representative of that institution will assign copyright or a
publication license on the author's behalf when their contribution is published in Immunohematology.
Published manuscripts become the permanent property of the American National Red Cross and may
not be published elsewhere without written permission. The authors have the right to reprint the
contribution subject to the written permission of The American National Red Cross, and further subject
to the placement of an appropriate credit line reciting copyright protection in the Red Cross.
Unauthorized use of the journal's name, logo, or any content for commercial purposes or to promote
commercial goods and services (in any format, including print, video, audio, and digital) is not permitted.

Version 2021-12-13
Page 2 of 3

Acceptance of a manuscript for publication in Immunohematology gives The American National Red
Cross the right to make first publication of the work and to republish it, serially or otherwise, in English
and any other language and in any medium, and in full, part, or abstract forms.
Human and Animal Rights
When reporting studies involving animals, authors should indicate whether institutional and/or national
standards for the care and use of laboratory animals were followed in accordance with the International
Association of Veterinary Editors’ Consensus Author Guidelines on Animal Ethics and Welfare
(https://www.veteditors.org/consensus-author-guidelines-on-animal-ethics-and-welfare-for-editors).
When reporting studies involving human subjects, authors should indicate whether the procedures
followed, including the conduct of the study and reporting of human research, were in accordance with
the ethical standards of the responsible committee (Institutional Review Board or Institutional Ethical
Committee) and/or with the Helsinki Declaration of 1975, and its revisions. (www.wma.net/policiespost/wma-declaration-of-helsinki-ethical-principles-for-medical-research-involving-human-subjects/).
Informed Consent
Patients have a right to privacy that should not be violated without informed consent. Identifying
information, including names, initials, or hospital numbers, should not be published in written
descriptions, photographs, or pedigrees unless the information is essential for scientific purposes and
the patient gives written informed consent for publication. Informed consent must be obtained if there
is any doubt that anonymity can be maintained.
Patients, who are minors or of a vulnerable population, must have a parent, guardian, or other legal
representative provide written informed consent for the publication, if anonymity cannot be maintained
as described above. If able, the patient should also provide written attestation that they understand and
approve the publication.
Fundamental Errors in Publications
When an author discovers a significant error or inaccuracy in his/her own published work, it is the
author’s responsibility to notify the managing editor of Immunohematology to correct the error and
publish an appropriate erratum.
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